









23 RIGHTS OF MAN. 

whifper his anfeer Loaves and Fijbes. Ah ! this government of 
loaves and fifnes has more mifchief m it than people have yet re- 
acted on. The National Affembly has made the difcovery , and it ^ 
holds out the example to the world. Had governments agreed to 
quart el on purpofe to fleece their countries by taxes, they could not 
have fu'Cceeded better than they have done. * 

. Many things in the Engliflr government appear to me the reverie 
of what they ought to be, and of what they are laid to be. 1 he 
Parliament, "imperfeffly and capricioufly elefted as it is, is neve,- 
thtlzfcfrippofed to hold the national purle m iruft for the nation . but 
in the manner in which an Englilh parliament is conftrufted, it is 
like a man being both mortgager and mortgagee and in the cafe ot 
niifapplication cf trull, it is the criminal luting in judgment upon 
hhnfeif. If thofe who vote the fupplies are the fame perfbns who 
receive the fupplies when voted, and are to account for the expen- 
diture of thofe fupplies to thofe- who voted them, it is ihm/ctjcs 
mamntaUe to themfd-ves , and the Comedy of Errors concludes with 
the Pantomine of Hush. Neither the mimfterral party, nor the 
oppofition, will touch upon this cafe. The national purfe is the 
common hack which each mounts upon. It is like what tas comi- 
try Deople call, “ Ride and tie— You ride a little way, and then 
a t v 3> They order thefe things better in Jinnee. 

The French conftitution fays, 'I hat the right of war and peace 
is in the nation. Where elfe lhould it relide, but in thoie who arc 

to pay the expence ? . „ . 

"England, this right is faid to relide in a metafbor , Hienn at 
the iWer for fixpence or a (hilling a- piece : So are the lions ; an 
it would be a ftep nearer to reafon to fay it refided in tnem, for any 
inanimate metaphor is no mere than a hat or a cap. We can all ee 
the abfurdity of worthipping Aaron s molten calf, or Nebuchad- 
nezzar's golden image; but why do men continue to prattnetnem- 
felvesthe°abfurdities they defpife in ‘others? 

It may with reafon be faid, that in the manner the hnglifh na- 
tion is reprefented, it fignifies not where this right refutes, whether 
in the Crown, or in the parliament. War is the common harveit 
of all thofe who participate in . the divifion and expenditure os . pu b- 
lic money, in all countries. It is the art of conquering at home : the 
obieft of it is an increafe of revenue ; and as revenue cannot be 
increafed without taxes, a pretence mufc be made for expenditures. 
In reviewing the hiftory of the Engiifh Government, its wars and 
its taxes, a by-ftander, not blinded by prejudice, nor warped by 
intereft, would declare, that taxes were not railed to carry on ware, 
but that wai;s were raifed to carry on taxes. . 

' Mr. Burke, as a Member of the Koufe of Commons, is a part 
• of the Englilh Government; and though he profeffes hintfelf an 

* It -is a praflice in f -u.e parts of the country, when two travellers have hut 
one horfe, which like the imitwal purfe will not carry douuK nut the one 
mounts and rides two or three miles -head, and then ties the horle to a gate, 
and walks on. When the fecond traveller arrives, he takes the norle, rides on, 
and pules his companion a mile os two, and ties .igam ; ana So on— hide and tie. 
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, r ... -Vmfes the French Conftitution, which feeks to 
' He holds up the Englilh Government as a model - m 
expludc it. i _ ^ut ]lg fi r ft know the remarks w.uch 

all its parts, to 1 1- . contend, in favour of their own, 

*= “ Tlibirtv i. j»« en^gl. » 

t country by, more produftively than by defpotMjn ; and 

enflave a cou . n 7 . A- jj defpotifm is revenue, a Government fo 
that as tnerwl ot j u P either by direft defpotifm, or 

■° F 'a fun ftm^of fteedmn, "and is therefore, on the ground of inter 

ir E r .4 both They account alfo for the readinefs -winch 

gpSonu *» w ; r, i V? 

‘ ' )■ ‘ /iw-rent motives which produce tnem. In defpotic 

marking on th ; O hmentmioh » bat | n thofe govern- 

» CS“Efc » r-ur f* . 

thefe evils, has taken away the power or declaring w«r tio.n a 
and minifters, and placed the right where the expence mud fall. _ 


nuch mtcrclKO in rue ev-.im, r« 

As -i Dtihoiole, it applies as much to one country as . 

William the conqueror, a: a conqueror^ held dns p< ov er 

peace in himfelf, and his defendants have ever luce claimed 

00 Ahho^h’ has aflerted the right of the P^ment^ at 
the Revolution to bind and controul the nation ana powei .ty lorrt# , 
he denies, at the fame time, that the parliament or the nation had 
whn the ralk the iuccc-non of the crown, m ua > 


■ows tne cate to uir. ^ \ n^: 

thus running a line of fucceffion fpringing from VVnhar n the Con- 
0^0" to the prefect day, he makes it neceiTary to enquire who and 
what William the Conqueror was, and where he came from , and 
into the origin, hiftory, and nature of what are caked prerogatives, 
■v- .1 • ... . i k.j o Wfmnop. and the toe 01 time anti 



uu u. xw....«..dy, tor it is 10 mis origin 
that his armment voes. It alfo unfortunately happens, in running 
this line of fucceffion, that another line, parallel thereto, P re ‘ e ' ,ts 
itfelf, which is, that if the fucceffion runs in the line of the con- 
queft, the nation runs in the line of being conquered, am 1 oug 
to refctie itfelf from this reproacn. , , ■ 

But it will perhaps be faid, that though the power of declaring 
war defends in the heritage of the conquel , it is held u 1 check by 
the ridit of. the parliament to with-hold the fupplies. It will al- 
ways happen, when a thing is originally wrong, that amendments 
do not make it right ; and it often happens, that they do as much 
mifchief one way, as good the other : and- inch is the ca.e here , 
for if the one raftvly declares war as a matter of right, and the 
other peremptorily with-liold s the fupplies as a matter o 
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